
Last December saw the 
completion of phase one of the 
work, and it was marked by a 
visit of our Royal Patron, HRH 
The Duke of Gloucester, who 
opened the refurbished south 
porch as the Cathedral shop.

During his three hour visit to the 
Cathedral the Duke met the Dean & 
Chapter and Rescue Appeal Committee. 
He later toured the Cathedral, heard the 
Cathedral Choir sing and was briefed by 
the Cathedral Architect Michael Davies 
(Davies & Sutton) on the work needed to 
be done. Having attended a carol service 
in aid of Armed Forces Charities he then 
opened the new Cathedral shop.

His Royal Highness commented.  
“Not only is this an historic building in  
the widest sense, but also it is vitally 
important for the role it plays at the very 
heart of the community it serves. 

My professional background and 
experience have encouraged me to 
appreciate how buildings develop over 
time, along with their need to remain 
relevant to their communities. St. Woolos, 
over the centuries, has proved to be a good 
example of this evolution; the cathedral 
shop is the latest example of this.”

Phase 1 opened by  
the Duke of Gloucester

Also included in phase 1 were 
repairs to the Chancel parapet  
and the Processional Way.
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The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has 
shown its support for the restoration 
of St Woolos Cathedral by making an 
initial grant to the  Appeal of £47,000.

St Woolos Cathedral is in need of  
urgent work to its medieval roof 
timbers. An inspection also found  
that repairs are needed to the outer 
walls, the clay roof tiles and tower.  
An estimated £2.5 million needs to  
be raised to pay for the work.

The Appeal has been awarded this sum 
of £47,000 by Heritage Lottery Wales  
to help with planning the project prior 
to a further application, in due course, 
for a major Heritage Grant of almost  
1 million pounds. The Dean, Dr Richard 
Fenwick, welcoming the grant said  
“It is well known that any large-scale 
project, extending over 5 phases and  
at least five years, requires major 
planning and financial management if 
it is to succeed. The St. Woolos Rescue 
Appeal is no exception.”

The HLF Project Planning Grant is 
intended to support the costs of  
reports that are necessary to  support 
the full application. 

Explaining the importance of the  
award HLF  Manager  for Wales,   
Jennifer Stewart said, “ St Woolos is an 
historic landmark in Newport and HLF is 
delighted to award this grant for the initial 
project planning work.  The plans will 
help us assess the heritage the building 
represents and the strategies which will  
be put in place to restore it, as well as  
how the building will be opened up to  
the public and how they will learn  
about the heritage.”

HLF comes up trumps for St Woolos 
These include:

•  �An access plan which involves 
research designed to improve 
access to the heritage;

•  �A conservation management 
plan to bring about a better 
understanding of a heritage site 
and how it will be managed to 
conserve its significance;

•  �An audience development plan 
which involves research to develop 
new audiences for the heritage and

•  �A measured survey of the Cathedral 
to support the varied work to be 
completed as part of the project.
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Gwynllyw’s Children’s donation  
to the Cathedral
In March representatives from all 18 
Church in Wales Schools in Gwent came 
to the Cathedral to hand over the monies 
they had raised from their fundraising 
efforts over the previous months.

Among the fundraising ideas the children 
had come up with were: sponsored 
silences, concerts and coffee mornings.

The local independent schools are 
also contributing to the Appeal Fund. 

Various musicians from Rougemont 
School, including its Headmaster, gave 
a concert, last term, at the Cathedral 
in aid of the Rescue Appeal Fund. The 
Monmouth School for Boys is doing the 
same this term.

Not to be left out pupils from the local 
authority schools in Newport  made their 
contribution via the Mayor’s Gala Concert 
at the Newport Riverfront in March.
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St Woolos’ Night of the Stars  
raises over £10,000
Well over £10,000 was raised for the 
St Woolos Rescue Appeal as a packed 
Cathedral enjoyed an evening with the 
stars last November.

BBC Wales Sara Edwards topped the 
bill as she, along with fellow BBC 
personalities, The Prince of Wales’ Extra 
Equerry and the Chief Constable of  
South Wales Police read from seasonal 
literary works. 

Music for the evening was provided by 
the Cathedral Choir and the Choir of  
St John’s-on-the-Hill School, Chepstow.

After the concert the guests, who 
included Welsh Assembly Minister Jane 
Hutt AM, the Lord Lieutenant, the High 
Sheriff and the Mayors of Newport 
and Torfaen, enjoyed champagne and 
canapés in the West Wing of Newport 
Civic Centre.

NEXTKnightsbridge comes to St.Woolos:  Thursday,  November 29th  at 7pm
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Newport’s Mayor gives 
c£20,000 to appeal 
As a result of a year of fundraising by the 
Mayor of Newport’s Charity Committee 
the Cathedral appeal is nearly £20,000 
better off.

Events organised by Cllr Miqdad Al-
Nuaimi and his committee during the 
year included a sponsored abseil from 
the Newport Civic Centre Tower, a 
massed male voice choir concert for  
St David’s Day and an all-day curry buffet.
The Dean said: “I am very grateful to the 
Mayor. This is a further example of the  
close relationship there is between the 
Cathedral and City.”

Donation from Roman 
Catholic brothers and sisters
St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church on 
Stow Hill in Newport is among a number 
of local groups who have donated to 
the Appeal Fund in the first year. Church 
members donated the proceeds of a ‘Fish 
and Chip Supper’ to the appeal. 

Danger from falling masonry
Last winter’s storms have loosened further 
the stonework on the tower above the 
Cathedral West Door. In order to prevent 
falling masonry hitting people entering 
the Cathedral a temporary scaffold porch 
was  erected, and later abseilers removed 
the loose stonework from the tower. 
Minor Canon, Fr Mark Soady, commented: 
“This shows how urgent and necessary the 
repairs to the external stonework are.”

On course for £1/4 million
The Dean, The Very Reverend Dr Richard 
Fenwick, has welcomed news that as 
we approach the first anniversary of the 
Launch of the appeal we are on course to 
have raised a quarter of a million pounds. 

He said ‘The reason we have raised this  
sum is because we took our fundraising 
wider than the City of Newport. St Woolos 
is the Cathedral for South East Wales and 
people from across the region are keen to be 
involved in raising funds for its appeal.’

In brief






